
Support Document 10 – English and Maths 
 
On-going and integrated approach to the development of learners English and Maths is key feature of 
the new 2012 CIF. Delivery and assessment of English and Maths should not be confined to functional 
skills, or specific English and Maths sessions. There needs to be recognition of how English and Maths 
development contributes to the learners’ main learning goals/outcome and their broader skills 
development, taking into consideration the learners planned destination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Session Planning 

1. What English and Maths skills will learners need to succeed their main programme? 
2. What are the initial assessment and diagnostic assessment results (e.g. BKSB) of the 

learners? 
3. What learning and teaching strategies are used to further develop the English and Maths 

skills for the group and individual learners? 
4. How are activities differentiated for differing levels of learner ability with English and Maths? 
5. Are any of the learners getting additional support?  If so, what are the arrangements for 

liaising with the support teacher and jointly reviewing the learners’ on-going needs and 
progress? 

6. How are English and Maths skills made relevant to the curriculum and future career options 
for learners? 

 
Some examples of how you might develop these skills are given below: 
 
Examples of developing English skills 

Reading Writing Speaking & listening 

Developing researching skills. 

Developing reading techniques e.g. 

skimming / scanning. 

Spelling practice particular to vocational 

area. 

Writing using pro formas (writing frames) 

Practise discussions 

Presentation skills 

Modelling answers 

Examples of developing Maths skills: 

Handling data Measure, shape & space Number 

Deriving information from pie charts 

Understanding & calculating averages 

Use of metric measures 

Understanding & calculating area 

Acknowledging different 

strategies for use of the 4 rules of 

number 

 

Extract from the Handbook for the Inspection of Further Education and Skills 
Teaching and learning develop English, mathematics and functional skills, and support the achievement of learning goals 

and career aims  

165. To make this judgement, inspectors will evaluate the extent to which:  


teaching and learning support learners to develop the English, mathematics and functional skills they need to 
achieve their main learning goals and career aims  


learners’ progress in English, mathematics, language and functional skills is monitored and reviewed, and their 
work is marked carefully  


learners appreciate the importance of improving their English, mathematics and functional skills as appropriate, 
in the context of their learning goals and life ambitions.  

Further guidance  

166. Where relevant, inspectors should take into account:  


